v Hike o 19508 science fiction
mavie. Sorange mechanical
creatunes rising from the mist,
a metallic carsplitting
cacophony, roaring lames,
blue-white sparks, clanking
steel and aluminum claws grasping
the air — you stand frozen with an
odd combination of fear and wonder.

Well, that’s exactly what organizers
wilnt you to think when the “Mato-
man Project” lands Friday (March
el T-Bpom, at the Taes Charier
School Arrovo Seco Campus (aka the
old Seco elementary school).

arren Kelly, who teaches gifted

and talented students at the Chanter
School {and who briefly worked with
Tmm:h'm is responsible for bringing
the performance an group (o Taos,
Conceived by Joe Riche, Zach Smith
and Eric Dewine, the project is
described a5 a “machine-robot per-
formance-based experiment dedicat-
ed o the expansion of ereativity
through the exploration of human
imagination.”

In othier wonds, it makes a lot of
notse fire and fooks really cool,

It i eollabaration of work by
machine artists, kinetic sculptors and
audio-video technicians, the com-
bined talents of which create perfor-
mances of “technical incrigue.”

According is Web sine
(WAL IOl PO pee.o iyl " Ths
Motoman Project”™ combines civilian
rechnology and industrial salvage “as
elements (o function within our
experiments, Excessively engineensd
mechanical creations such as remoe
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tele-operated machines, car splitting
seunds and experimental audio,”

"1 readly don't think Taos has seen
anything like this,” Kelly said,

The teacher went on to address
the: bizarre nature of how audiences
are supposed o react to the show,
“They want you to feel cdpy, and feel

alive through these somewhat theeat-

ening pieces ol technology,” he said,
"and | think all of us could agree that
technology is somewhat threatening,
And yet, were 5o sed to it and we
often accept it 1o the point where we
don't realize theres the ‘Brave New
World” and the “1984° aspect to tech-
nology, a5 well as the good aspects.”

The reason Kelly brought the pro-
Jeet 1o Seco is simple. He wants to pet
kids excited about science and tech-
nology, along with making them
think about their implications, “If
you wene an cighth grader or seventh
grader and you were interestod in
robotics and technology, computers,
then this would be the culmination
of all yvour middle schiool dreams”
Kelly said. I mean, these guys have
the robots, bt also they have the
performance and showmanship of
somiething that is a lot like everyday
lifie, s very frenetic, it's kind of
almost chaotic and it has all the
things, 1 think, a middle schooler
would appreciane.”

Asked if there an underlying artis-
tic or philosophic theme to the [
pect or ifit's just a bunch of guys hav-
ing fun with crazy-looking machines,
Riche replied via e-maik

“It’s probably a lirtle bit of both,”

Earsplitting

b sivied. “We definitely hove a bl
buibding, testing, traveling and per-
forming with the machines. We
woulkd not continue the project if we
did not. At the same time keep in
mind that this is a project,’ some-
thing that will grow and evolve the
e wer experniment with new tech-
nodogies and equipment. Right now

it may seem that we ane i bunch of J
guys hanving fun with craey-looking
machines” and we are aware of this
but we are working to bring this type
ol art ta a higher conceptual caliber,
We have artistic and philosophic
themes that the performances am
based on but, ar this time, the overall
success of the perfdormance is mone
based on getting the machines 1o
function properdy than conveying
themes to the audience.”

Riche said each machine has an
average of mone 100 hours fabrica-
tion time between three o five peo-
ple. “Design time, who knows?,” he
said, “While we use surplus and sal- 4
vaged parts as much as possibile, 4
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some things need (o be bought and

those things are usvally very expen-

e :
He said the coalest things for kids

e e wil be sl Tike pulse jet

engines and robots with famethrow-
ers. “We hope that they walk away ]
from this performance with the idea

of honw amaring art can be,” Riche

said. "1t does not have (o be restricoed I
to stone, bronee or palnt. It can wse :
the materials and coneepts of our
times. For Michaclamgslo, marbbe

wis the contempomry material and




